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And there found guilty and Condemped for 


HIGH TREASON: 


For Confſpiring the Death of the KIN (, 
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The Relation of the Tryals of Edward 
Fitz-Harris, and Oliver Plunker, Who - 
wers tryed at the Kings-Bench, &c, 


—\ Dwdrd Fitz- Harris (the Debate about whoſe Tryal 
- has filled all people with a lovging expectation 
know the Event. 

It being a matter of a more than ordinary Nature, 
and attended with circumſtances not uſually having bis Plea 
overruled : by which he pleaded to the Juri:diCticn of the 
Court of Xizgs-Bench laſt Term, and then ordercd to prepare 
fcr his Tryal the fir Therſaay in Eefter Term ; was by a Rule 
of Court brought from the Tower to —_—_ Hall, where 
being ſct to the Barr : It was moved by Council, That te 
might be examined as to ſome particular points of Diſcovery, 
belpee he entered upon his Tryal ; but rhe Court declared ir 
could not then be granted : and if he would have made any 
diſcovery , he ſhould have done' it when Re was: upon 
Examination for that purpoſe : So thax ſilence being pro- 
claimed ; the Jury were called, who were all Freeholders ig 
the County of Middleſex, and after ſome exceprions (both for 
the King and the Priſoner) twelve were ſworn, and then his 
Inditment was read, which contained {uch Treaſons as are 
ſcarcely fix to be ſo much as mentioned ; As to par:iculars, 
but in general to this Effet, that Edward Fitz- Harris the 
Priſoner at the Barr, as a falſe Traytor to our Soverain Lord 
the King, had Maliciouſly and Trayterouſly conſpired againſt 
Hrs Crown and Dignity , intending Him to depoſe and 
murther by raiſing Rebrllion and Leavying War to enſlave 
the Nation to a Forreign Power , to introduce Popery and 
Arbitray Government : in order to the effeting wt.ich he 
had written, orcaulcd to be written and defigned to be dif. 
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perſed amongſt His Majeſties Leige Subje&s; a Scandalous 
and Treaſonable Libill, Intituled, The true Ewgliſh Man 
ſpeaking plain Engliſh, 8&6. rt: 

As tor the Treaſons mentioned in the Libell, upon which | 
the Inditment was orgs (which likewiſe was produced 
and read in Court) I ſhall forbezr to mention, þecauſe I do 
not imagine them fit to be publiſhed : but their deſigneal * 
Efftc&s (had not Heaven prevented) were to create a miſun- 
derſtanding between the King and His people; to ſtir up 
fears and Jelouſies, to render Him odious and contemprtable 
ro His Subjects , to terrifie them with apprehenſions of Ar- | 
þitrary Government Popery and flavery ; not only to de- ' | 
grade His Majeſiies Royal Aunceſtors (of blefſed Memory) l | 
to Jay a blot upon His Majeſty and His Poſterity, and in fine 'F 
to blow up a flame of Civil War amongſt us : that the French 
and the Papiſt to heraiſed in England might bave fallen up- 
on when divided, and have pur us all to the Sword ; this 
was Jeluttick Policy to the Life, and outdid (if it bepoflible) 
Hell it ſelf, | 

To this Indi&ment he pleaded not guilty, and for his 
Tryal, put himſelf ppon Ged and the Countrey, when as 
Mr, Azorney General opened the Indidtment to the Jury, tell- 
ing chem che Heighnouſneſs of the Crime, and that not only 
the Kivgs Life was concerned. in ir, bur likewiſe theirs, and 
every Proteſtants in England , Scotland, and Jreland : and 
that we had all been immediately deſtroyed, bad it taken 
Effect airer him z the Kings Soliciter, and Sr. George Gefjery 
the Kings Councellour opened & to the ſame Effet , when as 
Mr. E4mend Everard one of the Kings witnefles, was called, 
and ſworn : who teſtified that Fitz- Harris the Priſoner at 
the Barr, about, the 21, of Feb. 1681, Came to-him ar his 
Chamber in Greys 122 : ard having had ſome ſmall acquaint- 
rance with him ta the Frengh Army , he falured him, and 
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fefired thatthey might renew & 7 after which he fell into# 
eifeourſe how hardly Mr. Euerard had: been uſed fince he 
left the Catholick to e{pouſe the Protettant intereſt « teins 
withall, that if he would joyn with tlic Popiſh Party,an 
be aſiſtinz ro them, he ſhould be well provided for, and that 
it would be very advantagious to him co this the witneſs 
feemingly conſcnted'to, atter which he grew bolder in his 
difcourie, that he had a delignto have ſomething writ, and 
knowing him a man Capable to undertake tt, he would 
communicate it, which proved to be the Libell or Horrid 
Treaſon : for which he was afterward apprehended, and 
now tryed ; the which Mr. Everard conſented too and took 
his InſtruQions, appointing a time when the Priſoner ſhould 
call for ir; butin the mean time he acquainred ſeveral 
worthy Gentlemen with what had pafled; who adviſed him 
r9 be ſecret, that ſo he might find our the-bottom of the de. 
ſin, which he promiſed” to do ; and thereupdn went to Sr, 
wilt;am waller, and Mr. Smith one of the Diſcoverers of the 
PLOT, who promiſed him their afiſtance, who coming 
by themſclves at two ſeveral titnes 'when Fitz-Harri had 
appointed to be there : Mr. Everard placed then ſo that 
they mightnot only ſee the Priſoner, but overhearevery word , 
yer they remaine undifcovered ; 'by this means the whole 
deſign was laycd open > for the Priſoner fot in the leaft 
miſtruſting any : who peeping-througha Crevice, heard him 
diſcourſe about the Libell, and ſeem ſomewhat diſpleaſed 
that it was not done. As likewiſerhe-ſaid Mr. S##th heard 
him promiſe Mr: Z verard a great reward, which ſhould be 
given him by the French - Ambaſſador for his better en- 
couragement, and thathe ſhould be emtered a Penfioner under 
the French King, znd ſome thoufands-of Crowns beſides an 
Amuall Penſion : for ſaid he that King cares not what Moneys 
he dilburſts, ſoheean accompliſh -his Deſigns, aad 'thar 
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"was to have Forty Guineys from the French Ambaſſadors 
Confcſlor as ſoon as he had rompleared the Libell: which Li- 
bell this Evidence ſaw him take np and read, croffing our 
and purting in as tethovght fit, and that when this Libell 
was finiſhed and diſperſed , fo thatichad ſer the pcople a 
madding, that Mr, Everard ſhould go to Common Council 
and Citizens of Loxdon to Incernce them againſt the Kiag, 
and perſwade them to cffer ſome Hundred Thouſand of 
Pounds to the Parliament to fit at Oxford, to promiſe to ſtand 
by him with their Lives and Fortunes, toriſealt as one Man, 
.and not to-Disband till their (prerended) grievances were 
ſctled, | | 

Theſe and ſuch like Treaſcnable Pratices were uſed by 
this imptous Traycor, to overthrow the 'Govcrament and 
introduce. a French Power : which he ſaid would firlk Con- 
quer Flanders and the low Countries, and then” falling upon 
us, divided amengſtour ſelves, would devour us ara 'Morſell, 
For ſo were his Expreſſions, 

The next which gave Evidence was Sr. Y/Pilleam Vpaller; 
who was likewiſe placed by Mr, Zverard to over-hear his 
diſcourſe; whoſtw: the Papers before Fitz- Harris came : 
to which he gave @'privare mark that he might know them 
again z then he (aw Fitz» Harris come inand heard him ask 
for um,the which when Mr, Everard delivered, he peruſed, 
and after having croſſed out what he thought fir, and Incerted 
feveralSenrences, he returned-them to be fair written over : 
and wlien Mr. Everard beganto boggle ; Saying, That it was 
4 Treafon of a very high Nature, and be knew not what to think of it. 
Theti Fitz- Harris replyed, the more Treaſon the better, am 
not I as deeply concern'd in iras you, have you nor part of ic 
under my Hand. | 

Mr. Everard being again Examined what was to be dene 
with them, he ſaid Frtz- Harris told him they were to be 
gilperſed in Penny Poſt Letters, and pur into pec ples _—_ 
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and cſpecially intoſome of the Proteſtant Lords; who there. 
p91 were to be apprehended as Traytors, &c, 

Thcre were two more Evidences againſt him, but thoſe not 
very Mcteriall, therefore 1 ſhallomic, only Sr. ehillip Floyd 
gave teſtimony that the Priſoner had coaſciled a Treaſonable | 
paper to be his own Hand writing. 

After theſe and many other tedious Circumſtances had 
poſlc fled, the Kings Counci!l ſummed uptie Evidence, lay- 
1ng open rhe Hetzhnouſneſs of the Crime inall its particulars? 
atter which the Courc gave thc Jury ehetr charge, and having c 
ſatisfied them in ſome Scrupulous Queries they ſtarted in |} 1: 
Relation, the Priſoner having been Impeached by the Houſe | Þ 
of Commons , they wear our, and atter an hours Debate | 4 
And on the 1 5th. of this inflant June 1681 Oliver Plunket & || > 


F1z-Harris were generally (catenced ro.be drawn hangd 8 , 
quarted, of 


Mr, Fuz.- Harrys's Speech at his Execution at Ty2 | 7 


burn July 1. 1681. 
i ap People , This Infamous kind of Death is much more irkgome to 
me than Death it ſelf : Such a Judgement as this my Sins againſ® || | 
God may juſtly bring topon me , and 1 do moſt humbly ſubmit unto 4t. But fl 
a to the Crimes which I now die "a + 1 takes God to Witneſs, I was no o 
farther concerned in the Libtl , than to diſcover to the King what Pra- }i 
uſes of that kind were a gainſt bim, being employed for that end, though 
thoſe that employed me refuſed to do mt Fuſtice at my Trial. And I call 
Got to _—_ I never had a Farthing of Money of the, King ih my life, F 
but on the Account of the like Servioe. Arid as to'the Witneſſes that hav; fi 
1 worn againſt me 1 do here ſolemnly declare ,) now at ivy Death , that I p 
hte not ſeen the French Ambaſſadoxr ſince the beginning of the bres king P 
ont of the Plot , neither have 1 had an acquaintance with him, Ang as a] 
ro bus Conf fſour, T never SPoke with him 1 my life ; neither haveT had | :. 
any dealing, either derettly or indirettly in my Fe with them , though Sir 
| Will. Waller andthe reſt Swore mo fcalſlyto the contrary. © And how ny 
# | tike it 5 that thiFtonch Ambaſſadowr would give three thouſand Cronns L 
for Writing that Libel , I leave the world to judge, 1 forgive all the. 
World,'and da hope that Gog will forgive me, T beg the Prayers of all 
$#98 People for a Fappy Paſſage into the other World. 
EDWARDEFITZ-HARRIS. 
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Thelaſt ſpeech of Mr. Oliver Plunket Ticular Primate of 
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Ireland , who was E xecuicd at Tyburn on Fridaythe 11, of this 
inſtant Ju'y , 1651. Written by his own band, 

Have ſome few dates paſt abided niy Tryz2l at the Kings Bench , and now very 
I ſoorr I muſt hold up my hind at the King of King*s Bench , and appear before a 

Judge who cannct be deceived by falſe Witneſſes , for he kroweth tke ſecrets of 

Eliarts, he being all gonaneſs , and 4 moſt juſt judge, will irfallibl; gS:rree an Ee» 
ternal reward for all good work , and condign punſument for the ſmalleſt tranſore- 
jen againſt bus Conmandements, Which being a moſt certain and undoubreq 
Truth; it would be a wicked Act , that I ſhould now by declaring any thing 
contrary to Truth commic a Ceieltable fin , for which within a very ſhort time 
I muſt receive ſentence of everlaſting Vamnution , afier which there is no Re- 


prigve or hope of Pardon. L will therefore Confels the Truth, 'without anyE- - 


quivocation, and I proteſt upon the word ofa Dying man , and as I hope for 
Salvation at the Hands of the {upream Judge , that I will declare the Naked 
Truth with all Candor and Sincerity : And that. my Afﬀairs may be better 
known to all the world. Ti to be obſerved that 1 h:ve been Accuſed in Ireland 
of Treaſon and Przmunire, and that thre I was Arraicned and brought to my 
Tryat ; but the Proſecutors (men of Flagit ious and Infamous Lives) percerving that 
I bad Records and Witneſſes who would evidently convince them ,, and clearly ſhew 
my Tanocency , & their wickgdneſs 7, they voluntarily abſented themſelaes, and came 
to this City that I ſhould be brought hither to my Trial : Here after ſix Months cloſe 
Impriſonment I was brought to the Bar the 3d of May, and Avraigned for a Crime 
for which I was before Arraigned in Ireland; A ſtrange Reſclution , a rare Fact, 
of which you will bardly find a Precedent theſe 500 Tears paſt ; But whereas m 

Witneſſes and Records were in Ireland, the Lord Chief Fuſtice gave me fre Weeks 
time to get them brought hither, but x, Reaſon of the uncertainty of the Seas,of wind 
and weather, I could not get them hither, I therefore begged for 12 daies more which 
the Lord Chief Juſtice demeda..ſo 1 wasbrought to my Trial , Accuſing me of theſe 
following points. Firſt that I have ſent Letters by one Nial O Neal who was my. 
Page to Monſieur Baldeſchs, the Popes Secretary, to the Biſhop of Aix, and to 
Prancipe Colonna, that they might ſolicit Forrain Powers to invade Ireland, and, 
alſo to have ſent Letters to Cardinal Bu{on to the ſame effedt. 2ly. to have 
imployed Captain Cor O Neal -to the French King, for ſuccour. 3ly. To have 
Levied and Exacted Monies from the Clergy of 1reland to bring inthe French 

and-to maintain 70000 men. 4ly. To have had in readineſs 70000 men , and 


Lis made of them. ly. To have ſurrounded all the Forts-and Harbours of 


Ireland , for the Frenches Landing. To all which Lanſwer , as hope for fal- 
vation | never feak Lecters, raiſed Toms, og Plotzed againſt my King & Com: 
Key. | Fives | 24 ; 
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" Tok ſee therefore what a Condition 1 am in, aud you have heard what Proteſt atis' 
ons I bave made of my Innccency,& I hope you wilt believe the words of a dying man 
And that you may bs the more induced to give me credit, I aſſure you, That a rreat 
Peer ſent me notice, That he would ſave my life, if I would accuſe others. bur I 
anſwered, That I never knew of any Conſpirators in /rcland, but' ſuch (as 7 
fa:d before) as were publickly knoven Outlan's ; And that, to ſave my Life, I 
would not fally accuſe any, nor prejudice my own Soul. Quid prodefſt hemini, 
&c. To take away any man's Life or Goods wrongfully, ill becometh any 
Chriſtian, eſpecially a man of my Calling, being a Zlergy-man of the Catho- 
Lick Church,and alſo an unworthy Prelate, which I now openly confeſs. 1Ve;- 
ther will I deny to bave exerciſed in Ireland the Frnttions of a Catholick, Prelate, 
As long as there was any Connivance or I olrration ; and by Preaching, and Teach- 
77, and Statutcs, to have endeavoured to bring the Clergy (of which I had a care) 


So due comport ment according to their Collins 7 and tho thereby T did but my duty, 
yet ſome who wen!d not amend had a prejudice for mey' and eſpecially my Accuſers, 
ro mhom 1 did endeavour to do good ; 1 mean the Clergy-men, (as for the forr Lay- 
men who appeared azainſt me, 17. Florence Mac-Moyer, the 2 Neals, :nd Han- 
lon, 1 was never acquainted with them ;) but you ſec how I am requited, and how 
by falſe Oaths they brought me to this ntimely death ; which wicked act being 4 
defeit of Perſons, ought not to reſicch upon the Order of S. Francis, or pon the 
Roman Catholick C teroy. 4 beins well known, that there wes a Judas among the 
12 Apoſtles, and a wickrd man called Nicholas amongſt the ſeven Diacons ;, And 
even, AS one of the ſaid Diacons, to wit, holy Srephen, aid pray for thoſe who ſtoned 
bim to death ; fo do I, for theſe who with Perjurios {pill my Innocent Blood, ſaying, 
as St. Stephen 4:4, O Lord lay not this Sin to them. 1 do heartily forgive them, 
end aifo the Fudgts, who (by denying me ſuſficiext time to bring my Records and 
Witneſſes from Ircland) did expoſe my Life to evident danger. T1 do alſo forgive 
ell theſe who bad a hand in bringing me from lreland ro be tryed here, where it was 
rorclly impoſſible for me to have a fair ſryal. T do finally forgive all who did con- 
ctr, divetly of indiretHy, to th; away my Iife, and 1 ask, forgiveneſs of all thoſe 
#bam TI ever offended by Theuzhr, Word, or Deed. 

I beſeeh the All-powerfal, That his Divine Majeſty grant our King, Queen, and 
tle Duh of York, end li the Reyal Family, Health, long Life, and all Proſperity 
#1 this warld, ard in the next everlaſting felicity. 

To the final fatisfattion of all Perſons, thathavethe Charity tb believe the 
Words of 2 Dying Men ; I 2gain declarchefore God, as | hope for 'Salvation, 


what if contained in this Paper, is the plain and naked rruth without any 


Equitvoction, Mental Reſervation, or fceret' Bvaſion whatſoever ; taking 
the Words in their yſuzl ſenſe and meaning as Proteſtants do, when th 

Qiſconrſe with all-Candour and finzeriighsT 21 which 1 haye here ſubſcribed 
ty Hand, OLIVERPLUNKET. FI NES 
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